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AUTOBIOCRATHY Dby Edson Dean Washburn

¢0Zn Washbura, the grandfather of =Zdson Dean Fashburn, the
writer of this sketch, was born in Vermont in 1798 and moved to
the wilds of northern New York and settled on a little rocky farm
- "E -

s
in #¥ilmington, Essex Co., N.Y. as married to Jemima Horton.

Of =y grandfather I mow mothing except by tradition, and
that is That be was industrious and honorable and ::*ense?y patri-
otic, and ran away from bome and joined the old Silver Grays (so
alled) a company of old Revolutionary soldiers (Independent).com-
renced by Major Sanford. He fougit In the battle of Flattesburg
in The Wsr of 1812 with Inzlsnd and some time about 1852 my grand-
zother ot 2 land warrant for his services in that battle. Ee
~eC suddenly, felling from ais chair, #ith apoplexy (age 52). Ly
;ndnother, Jenima Horton Washburn, I have very vivid and pleasing
ollections of. I used to go over to her home % miles from where
2 i1lved znd she would kiss me znd maXe me welcome, and I would
cick up apples for her, a:a potatoes when she duz them. She was
rgigious ané had the sc tures at her itongue and was #it:;, snd
vher arcused was very aarcgsnia ané could quote ncr;:tu_e that
¥cuid cut to the qulick. She w a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Courci as well as all of her children. One of them, Reuben, was a
preacher.
Ky granémother's Tamily comnsisted of six children, & boys and
2 girls, vis, Serah aasnbur:, Allen {farmer), Hope Washburn (farmer,
Jesse Nashburn (farmer, killed in a runaway with oxen.) dJohn Fard
J?:hh;::, ny fath er, a blocmer cor ;rcﬂdaker, but after moving to
innesota in 1856 he became a farmer. Rachel Washburn Fotter,
(fearmer) and Reuben Washburm, a ¥etnodist preacher.
0f oy great—-grandfather, Hope Washburn, a soldier of
Revolution, I know nothing more. Iy grandmother, Asa Lawrence,
scotech descernt, tall and 5111, active, a farmer. For his first
wile, oy grandmother, maiden name was Martin. OShe died when oy

mother was 1l years o0lé, leaving beside three sons, viz, Henry,
Lawrence, Huzgh and James Lawrence, the latter was one of the forty-
niners who went to Califormia and wes murdered for his monmey. Wy
grandfather Lawrence married twice after his first wife died, and

i iz€ the third wife to whom were born Franklin, Andrew and

o
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f sketch of the life of Edson Dean Washburn. I was borno

A brie
on The 19th day of January, 1842 in the town of Wilmiﬂgton, issex
GCey Hd. T., the fourth son of John Jard and ¥ehitable Lawrence
sasbburn, to whom were borm 15 children, 10 cf whom grew Lo man and

womannood, viz, Clarinda Washburn Ecleod, Eandana Washburn loore
Crscn Honroe #Washburn, a soldier in the war of the Rebellion, =

Al ar e NI

merbasr of Company O, 4th Minn., Vol. Infty., died in hospital at

B

Corinth, Miss., Aug.'l4th, 1862, Elbridge Fisk Washburn, alsoc za

oI LR

soliier in war of Rebellion; & member of Co. E., 8th Minn. Vol.
2fty., {both clean, honorable men and good soldiers.) Elbridge
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was |killed iz the battle at Murfreesboro, Tenn., Dec. 7th, 1864,
Lurancy Washburn Blcod (now dead), my name comes next in this
chronolozy, lelvin D. Washburn, a bachelor, Charles Albort Jashburn,
& constable, and when making an arrest was shot and killed on the
19th day of Cect., 1884 and died on the 29th of Cct., 1884 at my
bome in the town of Otsego, Arighi Co., Hinn.; Elmina Washburn
Hoblitt, Frederick Milton #ashburn, born in Einnesota. All the
otoers were born in Few York.

¥y earliest recollection of myself and my surroundings is
that of a white haired, blus-eyed, undersiged little fellow, and
sbhen hectored or teased by my older brothers, my mother took my
pert, end I soon fell in love with her. It was my adelight to do
something for her that would win z smile or a kiss or commendation

froz her. We were very poor, and my mciher corded, spun and wove
our ¢lothes. I can almost hear now the whirr and buzz of tThe old

Spinning wheel and the clativer of the shuttles in the old loom &s

she wove the cloth to keepr us warm. She would work till long into
the night sand sometimes when she thought us asleep or out at rplay
she would knmeel by ber wheel and pray for her children, thst they
zight be kept clean, and grow tc be useful and good men and wWomen.

Z¢ had it's influence for I often tThought and wished as a boy that
ight e as good a Christian 25 =y mcther. Though we were very

poor, yet my mother kept us clean and patched, witn clean clothes
for Sunday &School or leeting, though she often had to sit up after
w2 went to bed To wash or fix our clothes for Sunday. In the sum-—
zmertime we went to Surndey School. +We wera early taught to work om
the little stony farm, to help make & living for the family, while
Father worked in the forge msking iron. My mother made shoes for
the girls by tsking bedticking and makirg fine stitching over the

¢ark stripe with red yarn, then cutting soles from an old boot-leg;
would sew them on and when made they looked quite pretiy, and made
sbhoes for the zirls to wear to church. As the girls grew older
they worked out, doing housework, getting the regular wages of 75
cents or $1.00 por week.
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In 1855 my father had caught the Festern fever and thought
it offered g betlter chance for & poor man, and a family that

1
L}

were nearing manhood, to expand, and thought that part of H. Y.,
was a good place to move from, so he scld the little farm on 70
acres for $600.00 and stvarted for Kansas. But on the way, owing
to the disturbed condition of Eansgs, owing to the extension of
slavery and the border warfzre, ke was persuaded %o try Einnesota,
and tcok a c¢lzim in the town of Otsego, Wright Co., Eimnn. In
Sert., 1856 the  family bid farewell to old friends and New York,
and started for Minnesota. I was then 14 years of aze, active and
strong, though small for my age, and the vast stretched of prairie
aod level ground locked new and crand to me. Our new log house
was net yet built when we arrived, father -living in a shanty with
a2 bark roof. Our goods were delayed on the way, and we did not get
thex until the next July 1857. That Fall of 1856 a vast hoard of
srasshorpers sceitled down on the little patches of potatoes and
corn and consumed them and left the settlers with little to live
on. They aglso Jumped into 211 he water holes and drowned and

decayed, and when we got water for house use, we also got legs,



inzs snd heads and other parts of their bodies. When strained
eoé boiled, it did not smell like peaches or strawberries. doen
I first attempted to drink it I said to brother Uprson, "Don't
you strain it first?" He said, "Yes."™ I said, "How?" and he
said, "Through your teeth." Then I cried and declared I would
not drink it and took a pail and walked to the Mississippi, 2%
=2l1ss Tor water thst wes pot full of noppers. ZHowever, I got
used To it ané used it until snow fell. However, then we had
mever heard of germs or microbes, conseguently they did us oo

That Tfirst winter was a hard one and we were put to great
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¢rcp between the stumps. As ude crop began
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ur clothirg and bedding

The next spring we, with
en commenced with vigor to G;Edr the land and get in a 1ittle

to show signs of a good

P

narvest the grasshoppers that had hatched out atiacked the growing
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burning them, we managzed to save a part.

Iz the fall of 1857 the settlers thought 1t was time to have
a scoool for the children so they got uﬂéu:bE“ and built a little
log school nouse in 3152. #11, Frignt County. I helged build ¢this.
-+ was covered with b ards and rouzh board benches and tha first
school was ol six weeks' duration. The man taught for $15.00 a
menth znd boarded around. The settlers paid him. The last school
that I sver attended ir this district was in 1861, a few months in
~Ze winter teugnt by Cornle Hall, a good teacher, taught for $15.00
& Zo=ti. ©Ske Socarded around and wore her brother's Loots Toc, and
from the families where she boarded. From the time I was 14 to 20
1 worked fait nfully on the farm. Our opportunities and privileges
were few and for social enucidcnt #E nad to make them curselves.
ie Thought nothirg of going 5 miles with ox n for an evening's
socizl .or entertainment. I read 11 th pers I could get “snd all
the books I could borrow %o try ané maXe up “in part ior the lack of
schocling that I was deprived of.

I remember the birth of the Republican Party and the agitation
ol The slavery guestion which culminated in the great Civil Tar.
In the winter of 1861 I went up to Dist. #1 in Yonticello Twp. to
school for one month, worked for my beard, I then first met a
vizck—-eyel, black-haired girl by the name of Amﬂ;in Wells, who had
gool secnse enouzh not to wear the immense gre hoor skirts that
rrevailed at that time, meeting her in s 1it le 10 X 12 school
Zouse. I speak of this now because of *ua bearing and influence
cn the ¥ashburn famiy lzater on. :reL 1856 to 1860 the slavery
jusstion was the all-absorbing cuestion in the nation and after the
electicn of Abrahax Lircoln to the ;r,s;;e ¢y, the Southern States
cezan to secede. Im April i86l they fired on Fi. Sumpter and uooi
it, and the great Civil ¥ar was upon us, but very few thoucht it
would last more than 3 or © mouths. Lincoln called for ?8 000 for
toree conths. lost of these whe enlisted thought they were going
to have a suzmer outing or picnic, but the Battle of Bull Run taught
taen differently. Then came the call for 500,000 men, snd,my oldest

grain ané corn, but by driving them into holes snd pitfails and




enlisted. He was a bright, active, cheerful
sely patrioctic be i
2 O:se zo, he, with ﬂ; e,_, wers converted ard Jjeined
urch. How little we thought then tnat in less

so active and sirong, -ﬁ“ld be lzid at rest in
In the summer of 18c2 hard battles had ch_
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nd glitter of the first year had disappeare
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k on Washingten. Then came the call for
*raH all over toe 13“5 came the respcnse, “Je
Ajra“am, 533,35& zmore.™ I was now 20 years of
my waki EﬂuE, and while working in the
d and aﬁ;d, “‘0 I looked at the guestior from
ted in my own =miné whether I bhad the courage and

to endure a soidier's 1ife, but I made the decision
and that I would be 2z model soldier so far as I could,

ver use intoxicating liquors or play cards (ané I

at I would never oe Latc at roll call or any guty

e

ed an to do; and that if =my legs 4id not run off with

d up acd fight i went {0 the house from the corn

.-.-l-g.-.Ll--l

told ry mother of my cecision and she put her pand on =y
£ T e

de&d and sent me with her blessi m, say, "Go, my boy, and fight
manfully for God and your country."
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So on l14th day of Aug., 1862, in Konticello, I with &0 others
out ocur n=me acwn for enlistment snéd the nexti dsy siarted with Teams
Zor I't. Snelling where we were examined and mustsred in as soldiers
ia the serwice cf the U.5. for 5 years or during the war. We were
a;_i;:;; to Co. I, tt Einn., Vol. Infty. We next drew our uniforms
zad rut them on and they were Eluﬂ&““:;ﬁ or misfit, but we imszined

a;:a;lve“ soldiers thouszh we lacked experience. (We got that later

7
zorrii sour bread that was LHTELEHEd us. 1In May 1863 we were ordered
o Faynesville where we remained one year. e were kept busy build-

cust about this time the great Sioux massacre occured snd Indisn
#zz brokxe out a-ang the frontier of Einnesota. OSome were Ell¢Eu and
thousands driven from their homes and some from the state never to
returc again. We in our Co. were crdered beck +to Monticello tn
gwiaet the peorle and perfect our drill. I 4id not enlist with the
~Cea that I was going to a picaic or summer outing or that I would
Zzve maple syrup and pancakes for breakfsst, so what I got, whether
¢f bardsnip, food or treatment, that was betier than I had =XxEuHEQ'
it was clear zgain and taking it 211 through, it was better than I
zad picuured. Ve enlisted tec g¢ south and fight Rebels,; but the
--CUxX war assumed such proportlons Thst 1T neeced a stir zZ fcrce
vo whip thenm and keep them from depopulating the state. 5o our Regt.,
the 8¢h ;Lnnesuta, was chosen for this duty and they were sent in
cctober 1862 to Fort Ripley on vhe Wississippi River where we re-
zzined phe first winter doinz guard duty and trying to eat ihe

Lo Fayn
-ng scd forts, scouting for Indians and keeping communications ogpen

siong the thez frontier. ar Eeaiu, it lost two nmen this sumzer kil’ad
by Incdiagns, Uapt. Goaj and Sgt. Biwards of Co. A., and the desolation

srought alanT the frontiers by s raié of Indians was fearful to witness.



Cn The 6th of lMay 1864 we were ordered to Sauk Center, there to be
. for the Indian Expecditicn under Zrig. Gen. Alfred Sully.
Lfter we were mounted or our little _Mszan“s, 16 May 1864, we took
up our =arch across tae country o Fi. Ridgley on the ¥iopm. River,
arrived June lst where we Jjoined the rested of the 2nd Bric'éc

-

composed of the following groups, 8th iipn. Vol. Infty., unted,
S “0s. ond IHdnn. Vel Cavalry, CGart. Jones, 3 Hinn, uaute‘y, 6 1b.

ns compssed 2 brigade, 45 Tndian scouts with 93 6-mile teams and

sun
i2 aobuliances with 30 deys rations consisting of haré tack, pork,
coffee and beans. June 5th 1864 toock up our long march cver ihe
then wilds cf Dakota to the liinn. Coteau to the James River at the
foot of the lissouri Cotesu and reached the Missouri River on the
20th é=y of June, 1864, 332 =miles, where w “Oluﬁﬁ the 1lst brigade
under Gen. 5;113 who had come uj the Xissouri, gnd so well had it
ocen tized that we got there on The szme dgy. Gen. Sully reviewed
us and seid that with this force he could whip all Hell and the

Sioux Ration. We did later whip the Sioux Nation, but Hell is not
conguersd yet, doubtless owing to the fact that Gen. Sully died soon
frocm the effects of Bad Whiskey. On the 4th uuly, Ft. Rice was
founéed on the Hissouri diver (afterward called Fi{. Abrabam Lincoln.)

. Rice July 19, marching northwest to Heart River,
110 zmiles; a2t this point the main trzin with 125 Idaho wagons _rawn
o with men, womes and children wko had followed us froz Xion.
corralled and all invaliés. I was among this number. Ky
5 had swellen and become exceedingly painful so I could not

owing to lack of sleep ané great faztigque. For 6 days and
:early all the time. The rest of the command took
in light wazons and struck north to Enife River where
ey fousht the batile of Tebehsiuty

3 Sioux nation, taking their camp
tons of beautiful .buffal s and burning them, inflicting
-::_s“*i“t that they never overed from it. 1 ha?e always
= was laid by at u'-S u_uE Icr I mlssed one f:g::
e
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re are 20 niles-wide and the

1 not try to describe thez her
ther for no one will ever stesal

ry them away. <4l ountry from Heart River is filled
ften cropping out at the surface.
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Je imzediazitely commenced our descent into the Bad Lands, winding
in and out and around the hills, our train some 35 miles Long,
resexbling = huzh serpent as iU crawled along. While we soldiers
Zme=rched on alt‘er flank and rear. ¥#hen we reached the Little
¥issouri the Indians in force a;;in disputed our prosress, appearing
on the hills all arocuné us, firing uzon us. ¥We could not have en—
countersd them in a worse place for us or betier place for them to
attack, end for a part of two days we fought and drove thed &5 we
duz our way out of this desolate country. The 3rd day we got through

ontc the table land and commenced & rapid march for the Yellowstone

o e L

River. Our rations were cut down and the grasshoppers had eaten all

the grass down to the roots snd the water was of the worst alkali;
mules and horses suifering terribly, and some had to be shot.



reached the Yellowstone on the 12 of August ané our spirits

rose as we got good waler and renewed our supply of bardtack for we
had barely one day rations when we got there. <The boats were a
#elcope sight to us. We crossed the Yellowstone on boats and on the
14th resumed our march down the Ee;lnwstane to Pt. Union and by the
20th we had crossed the Misscuri. If was now one month since we
left Ft. Rice and we had traveled 460 51+35 over a most difficult
country, _c;;;t two battles with the Indians, opened up for gll time
a vast couniry, almost sn Empire.

fe are now ready to return tc Minn. The homeward trip was
#ithout particular interest save ﬁhﬂ hard, monotonous marching, but

- e

was reliaved at a pa_nt beitween F{. Union ané Ft. Berthold when we
struck a vest herd of Buffalo, doubtless there were 500,000 of them
going north for the winter. There was no lack of meat in camp then!
Jde arrived st Ft. Saelling Sept. 25, bronned, tough ané heartiy,

feeling that we had done well, having traveled 1,50 miles, since the
16th of Lay and conguared the Sioux sod drove them far beyond the
borders of Minnesota and opened up the Dakotas and Montana to setile-
o

uwe founéd orders awaiting us at Sneliing to turn our horses and
equipment ané report at Kashville, Tenn., forthwith. it the boys
thought that after what tLey had Cone they were entitled To a few
days at home as moet of them lived within 50 miles of Snellins and
beirzz unable to get 1urlcu*"tq, the 2né night all but dout EDG took
french lsave ané went hom i remainec in camp and the next day ihe
Capt. told me seeingz that I Baé not run away that we would sead ze
nome to bring back those wino had; cocnseguently I got home to see ny
mother for 4 days.

On uCt- S5th, 1864, the Regiment marched from Ft. Snelling to
St. Paul and took a boqt for the South. Our accomodations wers the
worst ;osqulc. The Regimen®t of 1,000 msn crowded oo a small,
wheexy steamer with a barge on either side, loosely coversd with
canvas. As it rained the cover leaked and the mud nearly one inch
Ceep over the Iloor, no place To sit down or lie down except in that
zuC. Kothing to eat but Hardtack arnd river water, but we had the
cne privileze of every Americen soldier, (i.e., grumble). The thir
day we reached Lalrosse, Wis., and then took cars for Chicagzo hheLe
we were transferred to box cars, 40 in a car. ibese cars had just
Deen cs::y_ng cattle and were u::o_s erec as highk as the cattle czme.
The (n=xt few words are _¢1¢?1:L hey had been shoveled ocut but
no straw put in (illegible) ben ch arc‘“c the side served as a seat
and when we lay down (as a car is only & ft. wide) we stuck our heads
undar the bench and loped our legs hslfway and =o dovetailed in;
and when we turned over the Szt. Hclle:ed, "Spooni" and we all turned
at once.

I will state in passing that these cars did not smell like roses
and they ran off the track once but fortunatesly none of us "cattle"
gere zilled. Near New Zlbsoy Indisnma, se got off the cars and waited
for éazylizht and then marched 3 miles to that town where we rrepared
to make some hot coffee for breskfast. But we were told That we



would soon cross the river over into Louisvillie, Ky. and then
would be hot coffee served us. Wwe kickec out our fires and
aited. After a time we crossed, but where was the hot coffee?
11 tke not things I saw was the secessionists.

e marched through the streets of Louisville hollering, "Hot
collce." and at 10 o'cleck we got cown toward Bowling Green and made
our own hot coffee. Tais was a small sample of soldiering in 18564.
xt day we took flat cars for Hashville where we arrived

of Cct. 1%, 1864 in a rainstorm andé it had rained every

since we left S5t. TFaul. The next day we again at 8§ a.m.

flat cars and commenced crawling toward Murfreesboro,

we arrived at z=idnight—30 =iles. While in camp here
inted Corporal; not much of an cffice but better than a
Qe rear rank and paid 32.00 per month more pay. L

a premium of 52.50 and greenbacks at 36¢ on the do

indulge in very many of the luxuries of life.
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to help kzeey communicstions open between Chatanocoga
n the 4th of December, 1854, our Eegiment had i
n to rebel builets at Overalls Creek. Ome of th
Rezt. wounded. I now found that -I ¢ stand up and face a rebe
battery as coolly es I did Indian's and arrows. During this
vize for three weeks we were on 1/3 ons of hardtack; no coifee,
noT even salt for our porridge tha zade in a big kettle.
first went out in the couniry an ed the corn while one-h
G, the other half pickeé corn. Then we ground it i:
1 that stood on Stors River. We had no way of sifting
o we put it in the kettle with water and what rose vo the
kimmed off. But with no salt nor meat for seasoning, not
zmany of us grew fat or good natured, for somebody had blundered.
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e goirz at sll hours of ths dsy and night from Rashville
gy to Chatanooga, loading with scldiers and back To Easbville,
aring for the great battle of Franklin soon to be fought.

There were plenty of rations st botn these points. The

Ll s

expesure of sleeping on the coléd, damp ground snd this corn cob

diet brouzgkt on some severs intestinsl trouble from wiich I sulferesd
for sometime. Gen. Bates diwvision of the rebel arcsy with Gen. Forest

ot us Cavalry well bhedged in. 3But on the 7th of December, 1864,

e e e~

our two brigades under General Xillroy, numbering about 2,800
marched out on the Winslow Pike, some 2 or 3 miles from Fort Rose-
crans, waere our batiery was soone engaged with the Rebel battery.
se lzy conceled in a corn fielé between the two while they threw
shells over us. This continued Ior =boul 2 hours when our baitery

spent her ammuntion ard retired for more back at the fort.

tly slipped out of the corn and swung around to the

ne gilentl;

right, some 2 miles on the doubel guick. As we came neasr their
left flank, we were in an open cotton field, exposed to a most
zaliing fire of shell ané musketry. A number of the Regt. went
down azonz wWhom was out gallant Lient. - Col. Rodgers, wounded
Zronm the effects he never fully recovered and died a few yesars
later, When we got to within 30 or 40 rods of the Rebel works, we
were ordered to lay down to get our (illesgible) cotton field with




nezds down hill. Eere for 10 minutes we were exposed to as ter-ific
a musketry fire as soldi=rs ever mseiv. Il was here that brother
ZEloridzge was insteantly killed as was also Elliott Poncher and 12
others wounded. We saw that Yo lay there exposed as we were, was to
oe shol down like cattle, ané with one impluse we arose and with
fixed bgycrets we charged their works. #hen we reached the shelter
¢ The woods, we slipred from tree t0 tree whooping like Indians.
(Ve were called the Indian Rezt.) We pored in a most deadly shower
of ¥innie bullets. ;
Tais they could pmot stanéd and scgon broke and rsn snd we safter
them. 1 had The satisfaction of capturinz 3 Rebels from behind a
.03, sending tThem to The rear where someone who had sulked in the
first of ithe fight toock them in to the Fort and claimed the honor
of capturing them. (Such is fame.) With ocur Battery far in the
sesr gnd no Calvery we found that cocld not overtake them ernd we
returned to the Fort with 250 prisoners snd ome battle flag. We
rejoiced over the victory, buit were saddened by the thougzht of the
death of 14 brave boys and 200 wounded.

The next day I went snd found my brother, and he with 11 others
were bDuried in one large zrave. +he next 10 days were watchful,

anxious ones while the batile of Nashville was being fought. We

=

cguld hear the guns though 30 miles away, Of the four chums who
terted tozsther, I this fime was left alore in the tent, my brother
xilled, Dallas wounded, Ambler sick and both in hospital. I had
TCc seek new chums. After the defeat of Hood at Nashville, our
corps, the 23rd, under Gen. Schofield, wers ordered across Tenn.
“o Clifton on the Tenn. River. The msrch was uneventful mostly.
3elore reaching Columbia, we passed throuzh some bsautiful couniry
toat had not been forageG over, which enzbled me to get a few aggples
and potatoes. That greatly helped my bowel.trouble. By this time
I was weak and reduced in flesh so I cculd not mareh but a short
istance without resting, Though I carried my gun and did regular

~oward the last of January, 1885, the boats arrived and we
weat on board and down the Tenn. River and up the Chio to near
uisville when the ice got so thick we could not go farther by
at Then we took cars for Washington. We suffered now with cold
had thrown our overcoats away in Tennessee, it was so hot.
re crowded 40 in a boxcar with a little stove in the center
ventilation exceptl as we orened the side door. That seemed
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to let in a large part of the cold sir of Fennsylvania and Chio.
This gave us sayere colds which sent many to the hospital.

#Ze arrived in Weshington, marched cown Pennsylvania Avenue,
scé across the Fotomac on the lonz bridge, and cut into Arlingtor
Seizhis. Here we camped for 3 wsceks, within sight of the naticzal
capital, that three weeks was the most disagreeasble in all of my
army service. In the month of February we were freezing and thawing
sné coughing without wood encugh to propverly c¢ook our food and none
t0 warm us. A1l things cexe Lo an end sometimes and we were re—
joicec woen orders caxe Lo take passsge on the 0léd Ariel iz Chesa-
peake Bay and out into the Atlanlic and around Cape Hatieras. This
was ny first sight of 0ld Ocean and I should have enjoyed the trip
if I could have had proper food, but with hardtack and fat-bociled
sslt zork, and no chance to make coffee, we simply lounzed around
¢z Larricane deck and enjoyecd a touch of seasickness as best we could.



se hzd plenty of fresh air on the uppsr deck while the other two
Hezigents had the middle deck and hold.

Jdpen we arrived lIn Wllminglon, Lorth Carclina, Fort Fisber wes
and w2 missed that sport. ¥e did not disembark but returned

e
New Berne, (?) North Carolina, where we disembarked amd msrched
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oward Goldsborough, H.C. W#e 21l now saw that the Southern
racy was tottering toc fzll. Sherman was swing arcund Irom

] the ses and General Jokhnson of the Hebel army made

at ﬁlté“u n, .. Our Regiment was ordered on to¢

{ s cocuntermancded snd we were seant to

5 ich we did. ZIuring this batile. Zhi
fight and the other fellows h&h*ht the bullets.
ur mgrch via Wheat-swamp church to Raleigh. While

of the assipation of Fresident Linceln | .7T3oicial
d us and csst an unspeskable glaom and sadness over

r that the Fress anc pecple of Raleigh im -Grec us o
not to think that they, th reﬁple of uae South, weme

cnsible for it; that they deplored the killing quite
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North Carclina. On tThis
ch we heard of the surrender of 1 Tes. I 3&*‘1 never for-
the occasion. OQur Brigade was mar king in the resr that dasy.
t 10 a.n. we h&aru hheer+ﬂ¢ awey up. et the front, falntly s

; . & e a
e werec nhexXec orgerct

'l-““
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louder &s it drew pesrar. +«hen the bearer of the news came
sht the troops opened to the right and left and gave the loze
horsezan the middle of the gike. He, with hat in hand as he came
o the head of each regiment, raised his hat and said, "Lee has
rrondered with all ﬂis army. " <+hen went up cheer upon cheer.' The
ont of the column halted Dy a var Eiln until the rear column came

Lk

kb the men went wild with joy and caught their officers and

wOEIL | PR N kA e 1 i
then aloft over their Lkeads, suca:-h& and cheering and singing,
Srown's Body Lies A-mouldering in the Ground." aomeone set

to the tar kiln of thousands of barrels of tar and tons of
wnich soon melted and ran down the hill into the river, the

focllowing "'t;l the wbhole surface cf the river was aflaze—a
1 iver of fire.
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After this jollification we resumed our march at 3:30 p.m.,
pPposing we would march a few miles and camp for the night. But to
ur surprise ané chsgric we were put to our best gait and only
alted for camp atb kldnlgh: and vhen our regiment ordered cut on
c (This is military.) We pushed on th“ﬁ4‘“ Greensboro to
e, N,C."where we remained until the 25th of July, doing
ut watch the poor dejected rebel soldiers-as tThey wended
y tome after maxing nerocic sacrifices and fighting Cdesper-
r a bad cause, G_LI to_Dbe beaten and return penniless, ragzed
disheartened to their desolate homes. Buf such is war. Je o¢tan
vicded our hardbtack and coffee with them and sometimes took Their

corn meal in exchange as that was all they had to eat.

¥
I

<e received our discharge from the srmy here and started norih
te cur dear old Kinnesota homes and the loved ones who had bié good-

bye in Sept. before. e had our organization until we reached




St. Paul, August lst, 1865, where we wers Welcomed by the Govermor
and bangueted by the lacdies of S5t. Paul at the Capitol and thanked
for cur little part in that great #asr that resulted in the freedonm
o +,000,000 of slaves, saving the Unlon undivided and ke Flzg

While here at Charlotte, R. C. during the hot days of summe
oy old complsint of dysentery trouble returned and I was much
reduced in flesh and strength, but would not give up and kept on
until we got to St. TPaul, thouzh able to walk but a few reds sib
z time. Wher I got to my sister's, Ers. kicoers in ¥inneapolis,
intending to stop over night and o home the next day. IEat the

next day my hitherto faithful lsgs that hadn't run away with ms in
battle refused to carry me home in peace 1o see my mother. ©So for
eks I lay there, & pretiy sick boy with pulse at 104. Dut with
nclesoxze foold and good nursing I recovered aiter 4 weeks so 1 could
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get hoxme thouzh at the Time my feet were so heavy that I could
scarcely get them over z chalk park anéd I tipped the scale at 92 lbs.
But I was home again after 3 years ol solidiering with no regrets for
the past, and with bright hopes for the future 1 begar to look for

a farm and & home of my own. When I enlisted I told my mother that
if I had my bealth I would lay by 4100 a year and I sent my xcney

to 2y mother, and she had saved it. Now I had $412 to commence life
#ith, end I bought a pair of oxen. On the 15%h of Hay 18&€ 1 was
zarried to the dark-eyed girl of wkom I sroke (Amelia Wells) who

kas been a good and faithful wife ever since. #e commenced living
in a small way in a log house on a farm 5 miles from where I now

live. ¥y life on the farm has been in The main uneventful. I have
aluzys taken a lively interest in the church, attendinsg regular
services and Sunday School, though living 5 miles sway, and taking

£

zy childrer wmhen they were young, =2nd when they grew older they di
oot derart from this custom or habit. Now that they have homes of
their own it is the joy znd sz¥isfaction of my life to know thst
these homes are Christian homes and that they all of them stand for
the best in the communities where they reside. 1 have always taken
an interest in town, county, state and national affairs....casving
ey first ballot for that good and zreat man, Abraham Lineoln....

Yemoirs of Edson Desn Washburn
written at Monticello, Minnesota
October and Hovember 1907

at sge of 65




